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One Contemporary Art with the special collaboration of White Noise Gallery is delighted to present ‘Dove 

sono gli Ultras’, (Where Are The Ultras) the first exhibition in Venice of the artist Cristiano Carotti. 

Presented during the Venice Film Festival, the Venice Biennale of Visual Arts and the Giudecca Arts Festival, 

the exhibition is an investigation of the Symbol through the celebration of its communication-power with a 

site specific sound by Rodrigo D’Erasmo, well-known violinist, member of the Italian rock band called 

Afterhours. 

The opening of the exhibition is taking place on Thursday the 7th of September at 6.30 PM in the space of 

the cultural association in the Giudecca Island and will last until the 7th of October.  

The original body of works of the Roman exhibition – held in the spaces of White Noise Gallery last 

November – is made by crosses, panthers, devils, skulls, bears and bulldogs taken from banners, flags, t-

shirts and scarfs of football supporters. All these symbols, mixed by the amazing creativity of Cristiano 

Carotti, are put together in a new installation, a collective and engaging vision of what gravitate towards 

the holy dimension of the football ritual. Totemic element of the installation is the presence, in a new 

context, of the artwork ‘Hai Paura del Buio’ (You Are Afraid of the Darkness). Inspired by the events 

occurred inside the Diaz School in the night of the 21st of July 2001, during the G8 of Genoa, the artwork is 

the emblem of a massive cop (3,5 meters of height), that was conceived for Hai Paura del Buio, a festival 

invented by Manuel Agnelli, leader of the group of the Afterhours, held in L’Aquila on the 4th of October of 

2014. 

 

The starting point of the studies and researches of Cristiano Carotti is the ‘Theory of the Archetypes’ by Carl 

Gustav Jung, which investigates the development of elements of the collective unconscious. 

 

‘Dove sono gli Ultras’ is not a question, it does not have the question mark, because it is not (anymore) the 

famous choir that supporters used to sing to provoke the enemies. 

In the work of Carotti ‘Dove sono gli Ultras’ becomes the way to reveal the place in our unconscious, where 

the archetype meets the rationality, developing specific collective dynamics, as Jung’s perspective 

suggested. 

 

Starting from a visual analysis of the world of the ultras, Carotti speaks about the influence that symbols 

have in every one of us. 

 

Over the centuries, around the Symbol and its poignant power, which call back strong ideas and universal 



structures such as the Shadow, the Death and the Olympus Gods, army were consolidated and political 

groups were created. A Faith, which most of times had nothing to do with the origin of the symbols, was 

built and this faith together with its symbols ended up to control the intellect of the individual person. 

As an example can be mentioned the history of Nazism, one of the most evident and tragic transfer 

between collective and individual, realized also with the usage of an archaic iconography, transformed and 

filled up with new sense and meanings. 

 

The Symbol over time rises up at archetype activating a mechanism that pushes people to accomplish 

actions that somehow are not under their rational control. 

 

According to Carotti “In the Ultras universe the connection between the emblem and the action is clear, 

between image and faith.” The standards that we can find in the stands of a stadium, are, often, the same 

symbols that were at the head of the armies, and, nowadays, they produce similar behaviours, becoming 

protagonists of actions that frequently lose their sport dimension, reason why they where conceived. 

 

The question that Carotti seems to ask is, mentioning Jung, whether, controlled by the archetype we are all 

Ultras.  

 

 
CRISTIANO CAROTTI – BIOGRAPHY 
Cristiano Carotti, born in 1981, lives and works between Rome and Terni. Graduated at the Academy of 
Arts of Terni, the medium that he uses are mostly painting and installation. 
His work investigate the social dynamics in their most extremely expressions, through the study of the 
symbols and their archetype power inside the communities. 
He achieved several recognitions in different cultural institution: after Milan and Turin, in 2013 his sculpture 
“Hai Paura del Buio” was presented in the Auditorium Parco della Musica of Rome; from the end of 2014 
the artwork “Italianrocket1861” is part of the permanent collection of M.A.C.I.S.T. in Biella; in 2015 the 
project “Blackswallow V14” is presenting during the Venice; in 2016 HALLE 14 – Spinnerai Center of 
Contemporary Art of Leipzig exhibits all the works Carotti produced while having a residency in the 
museum. 
He exhibited in many national and international art spaces, furthermore, he count collaborations in the 
musical, theatrical and film world. In 2016 his “Camera Red” co-directed with Desiderio and realized for the 
brand RRUNA, reached the final at the Fashion Film Festival of Istanbul. 
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